
NATIONAL ACLU NEWS

Total Information Awareness:
ACLU Highlights Real-Life Threat

of Pentagon Super-Snoop Program
to Average Americans

The American Civil Liberties Union recently warned 
against the likely ineffectiveness of and danger to average 
Americans posed by the vast cyber-surveillance system 
known as Total Information Awareness (TIA).  "The 
Pentagon’s plan for the most extensive data surveillance 
network in history will have real effects on real Americans," 
Katie Corrigan, an ACLU Legislative Counsel, told a 
nationwide teleconference with reporters and editors.  "It 
will place millions of innocent Americans under 
government scrutiny in an epidemic of privacy invasions." 

TIA developers, led by former Reagan National Security 
Adviser John Poindexter, intend to create an infrastructure 
to allow the government to use "data-mining" technology to 
track and monitor, among many other things, innocent 
Americans’ financial, health, travel and credit card records.  
The program has been billed as an anti-terrorism tool; 
however, many technical experts question its viability, and 
civil liberties and privacy advocates oppose the system for 
its potentially disastrous effects on core freedoms.

TIA may be the closest thing to a true "Big Brother" 
program that has ever been seriously contemplated in the 
United States.  It is based on a vision of pulling together as 
much information as possible about as many people as 
possible into an "ultra-large-scale" database, making that 
information available to government officials, and sorting 
through it to try to identify terrorists.  Since the amount of 
public and private information in our lives is growing by 
leaps and bounds every week, a government project that 
seeks to put all that information together is a radical and 
frightening thing.

Representatives of a broad, right- and left-leaning coalition, 
which includes Americans for Tax Reform, the Center for 
Democracy and Technology, the Eagle Forum, the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation, the Electronic Privacy 
Information Center, the Free Congress Foundation and 
People for the American Way, join ACLU in raising grave 
concerns about TIA.  Misgivings focus on the practical 
dangers inherent in TIA for average Americans and how the 
system will erode the ability of individuals across the 
country to maintain control over their personal information. 

Concern has been mounting in Washington.  Earlier this 
year, the Senate unanimously agreed to legislation offered 
by Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR), which was a crucial first step 
in protecting civil liberties and privacy in America.  The 
Wyden Amendment must pass through conference 
committee intact to become law.  To learn more about TIA 
and about recent developments, go to the national ACLU 
web site, www.aclu.org.

ANNUAL MEETING FEATURES
MURPHY, AWARD WINNERS

ACLU of Colorado’s Annual Meeting attracted nearly 150 
enthusiastic civil libertarians for an evening filled with 
information and inspiration.  Nick Salter, winner of this 
year’s Civil Rights in Action Award received a standing 
ovation for his activism and organizational work furthering 
human rights advocacy (see article "Civil Rights in Action 
Award Winner" in this issue).  The audience enthusiastically 
applauded three students receiving the "Rights Project for 
Teens" awards (see article "Rights Project for Teens Award 
Winners" in this issue), for their creative expressions of 
civil liberties.  The students, along with their parents and 
teachers who have been instrumental in instilling the 
importance of our Bill of Rights and the principles therein, 
evoked both inspiration and hope in the next generation that 
will be protecting rights and liberty.

Laura Murphy, Director of the Washington National Office 
of the American Civil Liberties Union and featured speaker 
for the ACLU of Colorado annual meeting, chose to speak 
on ACLU’s newest national campaign, "Safe and Free: The 
State of Civil Liberties Post 9-11."

ACLU has been successful in fighting back some of the 
most egregious components of the USA PATRIOT Act.  
However, very troublesome measures such as the right to 
"sneak and peak" searches and government’s unfettered 
access to personal records remained intact.  ACLU has also 
been successful in defeating the proposed TIPS program – a 
program encouraging utility company workers, cable 
company employees, postal carriers and a wide range of 
others who have access into the privacy of others’ homes to 
report "suspicious" findings to the government. 

This administration’s newest endeavor, the Domestic 
Security Enhancement Act 2003, otherwise known as "USA 
PATRIOT Act II," is even more egregious than its 
predecessor.  Please go to www.aclu.org to read its 
provisions.

ACLU of Colorado’s Spy File case mirrors the national 
concerns about government spying and brings the issue 
right to our front door.  Please go to www.aclu-co.org for 
background information, details and current case updates.
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“Defending Coloradans’ Freedoms for Over 50 years!”

2003 CIVIL RIGHTS IN ACTION
AWARD WINNER

The ACLU of Colorado is pleased to announce the winner of its 
2003 Civil Rights in Action Award.  This award is presented to a 
student or group of students whose activism exemplifies the 
ideals of the ACLU’s mission:  to protect, defend and extend 
civil rights and civil liberties.  The award includes a  $400 
"Richard Hershcopf Scholarship," established by Mr. 
Hershcopf’s family to honor his commitment to civil rights and 
civil liberties. 

We received many outstanding nominations and are inspired by 
the dedication and activism of Colorado’s youth.  This year’s 
winner is Mr. Nick Salter, a senior at Cherry Creek High School, 
whose teacher describes him as "an outstanding human being.  
His passionate commitment to global justice sets him apart from 
any student whom I have ever worked with in my teaching 
career."   Mr. Salter has worked extensively with Amnesty 
International, coordinating his school’s student group and 
organizing a statewide student conference among other 
activities.  His activism has included protesting in Washington, 
D.C., and forming a local non-violent student protest group 
entitled "Students Taking Opposition Peacefully."  As his teacher 
reports, Nick’s "unique understanding of civil ways to protest led 
the group to one of the most regal and compelling 
demonstrations that I have ever witnessed."

For more information about Mr. Salter and the other nominees, 
please see our web site, www.aclu-co.org.

MEMBER ORIENTATION MEETING
AT THE ACLU OF COLORADO

Are you interested in getting more involved in our local ACLU 
affiliate?  Or, are you curious to see what other ACLU 
members look, feel, and eat like?

Mark your calendars now for Wednesday, April 10th, 2003.  
From 6:00-8:00 p.m., we’ll hold our annual Member 
Orientation Meeting at ACLU of Colorado office, 400 Corona 
St., Denver, CO.  We’ll have some nice snacks and beverages, 
some informal social time to meet and get acquainted, and 
brief presentations from our staff members and outstanding 
volunteer leaders to explain how the ACLU of Colorado 
operates.  You can make a difference by becoming involved.  
Some folks think only attorneys volunteer for ACLU.  While it 
is true that we have a fabulous cadre of attorney volunteers for 
our legal cases, many of our volunteers are non-attorneys.  We 
have standing committees in the areas of education, legislation, 
development, outreach and others.

Maybe you enjoy public speaking and would like to join our 
Speakers’ Bureau.  Perhaps reaching out to college or high 
school students is your area of interest.  You might love the 
legislative process and want to get involved in bills being 
considered at the Capitol.  Can you help us with the always 
important job of fundraising?  We have lots of opportunities 
and needs, whether you’re looking for regular volunteer 
involvement or have only a few hours a year to help.  Our civil 
liberties need broad, participatory defending now more than 
ever.

It’s a fun evening, a chance to meet like-minded civil 
libertarians.  And, did we mention the snacks and drinks are 
great?  It’s presented for the benefit of YOU, the new member 
and the long-time member who hasn’t been by in a while.  You 
won’t be needled into any commitments you don’t want to 
make and the evening is absolutely FREE!  We promise you 
won’t be sorry, so please plan on attending.

RSVP to John Aden @ 303-777-5482
or email: jaden@aclu-co.org by April 8

Marco Antonio Abarca

Residence:  Denver
Occupation:  Manager,
Ready Foods
Previous ACLU Experience:
Running for first term.

The September 11th terrorist attacks have come as a 
wake-up call to our nation.  Our enemies have been wildly 
successful in creating an atmosphere of fear and suspicion.  
They have created the perfect environment for the long term 
erosion of our constitutional rights.  Well-intentioned 
people in local, state and national governments are devising 
security measures that may in the short term make us safer.  
However, in the long term these measures will undermine 
the constitutional foundation on which our nation is built.  

America’s strength comes from the checks and balances 
that our nation’s founders put into the Constitution.  In 
order for this system to work, our nation needs people and 
organizations to vigorously exercise their constitutional 
rights.  It is said that the price of freedom is eternal 
vigilance.  I would like to join the Board of the ACLU of 
Colorado because it is an organization that fights to keep 
our nation free.  

Tim Fox

Residence:  Denver
Occupation:  Attorney
Previous ACLU Experience:
Running for first term.

I am honored to be a nominee to the Board.  The fight for 
civil rights represents the defense of each individual's 
freedom to participate in, and contribute to a society 
unencumbered by stereotypes or discrimination.  I have 
fought for persons with disabilities, a passion stemming 
from my brother, Andy, who is developmentally disabled, 
and from my disability.  Andy and I have endured the 
perceptions of disability held by some -- Andy, we were 
told, should be institutionalized, and I was "unemployable."  
My experience with, and battle against, these stereotypes 
would serve me well as a Director, an opportunity that I 
would cherish.

Lino Lipinsky

Residence:  Denver
Occupation:  Attorney
Previous ACLU Experience:
See below.

I have served the ACLU of Colorado in almost every 
possible capacity.  I have been a member of the Board, the 
Executive Committee, the Legal Panel, and the Search 
Committee that found Mark Silverstein, our Legal Director.  
I currently chair the Nominating Committee.  (I recused 
myself from voting on my own renomination!)  I am 
proudest, however, of my role as a cooperating attorney in 
such significant matters as the Denver "Spy Files" case and 
the Ross gay rights litigation in 1993-94.  I ask for your 
vote so that I may serve another term on the Board.

Bill Mohrman

Residence:  Denver
Occupation:  Attorney
Previous ACLU Experience:
Legislative Committee.

An ACLU member since 1969, I was founding chair of the 
Colorado Springs Chapter.  On the Colorado ACLU Board, 
I have had three priorities: increasing the ACLU presence 
throughout Colorado, increasing the effectiveness of ACLU 
lobbying at the General Assembly, and improving ACLU’s 
financial position.

A member of the Legislative Committee, I chair its 
privacy/post-9/11 group and have testified on behalf of the 
ACLU.  I served twice as chair of the Whitehead Silent 
Auction Committee, producing what some have called "the 
most spectacular silent auctions in the history of the 
universe."

In the post-9/11 world, the work of the ACLU is more 
important than ever.  Your vote will allow me to continue to 
contribute to that effort.

Anne Murdaugh

Residence:  Golden
Occupation:  Attorney
Previous ACLU Experience:
Co-Chair, Education Committee.

I am honored to stand for re-election to the Board of 
Directors.  The need for the ACLU’s vigilance of our 
liberties has never been more urgent, and there is much 
work to be done.  I currently chair the ACLU of Colorado’s 
Speakers Bureau and co-chair our Education Committee.  I 
have also chaired the Whitehead fundraiser, hosted a 50th 
Anniversary celebration, and assisted with numerous other 
events.  Prior to moving to Colorado, I served as Staff 
Counsel for the Children’s Rights Project at ACLU 
National.  I look forward to the opportunity to continue 
working with our dedicated staff, Board members and 
volunteers to fulfill the ACLU of Colorado’s mission to 
protect, defend and extend our civil rights and civil liberties.  

Karen Nakandakare

Residence:  Denver
Occupation: Consultant  
Previous ACLU Experience:
Running for first term.

I bring a community voice to the ACLU board because of 
the various roles I play with the following organizations:
 • Boulder County Safehouse – Interim Shelter Director
 • Gill Foundation – Adjunct Trainer
 • Denver Police Department – Racial Profiling Task Force
 • LARASA – Board of Director and former Officer
 • Mayor’s Asian Advisory Council – Member and former
   Chair

In 2002, as Chair of the Mayor’s Asian Advisory Council, I 
facilitated separate discussions between the Asian 
community and CU President Elizabeth Hoffman and the 
Denver Police Department.  I also convened a community 
discussion regarding the Alameda Square Shopping Center.

3 1

Laura Murphy speaks on “Safe and Free”
SAVE THE DATE!!

ACLU’s Inaugural Membership Conference
Washington, D.C.   •   June 11 – 15, 2003

Look for details at www.aclu.org
Register Online at www.bkbltd.com

8:00 a.m.

ACLU of Colorado Board Elections
The following individuals are candidates for three-year terms as members of the

Board of Directors of the ACLU of Colorado.  Your ballot is on page four.
Ballots MUST be received at the ACLU by 5:00 p.m., Friday, March 28, 2003.

Continued List of Nominees and Ballot
on Page Four
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