PRESS CONFERENCE, 12/22/02.

An imbortaht issue has'_su‘rfa‘ced in recent days, one \‘Nhic»:yhfl»

feel compelled fo addréss béforq leaving towh tomorrow c'>n»

a family vacation. |

That issue is intelligeh_ce gathering by the Denver Police

Department, s.ométhihg. w,hich> can have a direct effect on

the séfetydf every citizen( of this city.

Let fhere be no doubt about my'position on recent éttacksf,

and charges: ‘| will no longer sit by silently while an assault
—is wagédori our law enforcement commuhity. At the same,

time individual rights of ouﬁ:itizens m.ijst be Quarded.;f, o
- Asbotha former Vchié}f of police and manager of saféty, I

know, first-ljand, that ..Denve_f has an outs.tanding/police’ |

department, made up of dedicated men andk wovm'en who risk
their persqnal'séfety ‘an»df lives to serve and protect us.

And let me say this ioudly and cléarly: Anyone who attempts
to compromise the pol‘ice-depa.rtm\ent while this matter is
before the U:.S. District Court, to further_a political or _ B -

personal agenda, does a disservice to efforts in behalf of the

safety and well-being of the people of Denver.



Am | séying the de‘partmen‘t' is above feproa._ch and
accountability? Absolvutely_ not, a‘nd Iv"s}ay that ecwlualllyl Ibud.ly
and clearly. o |
In the past several days, much has been said and ‘written
about police intelligence gathering. The wdrds “spy files”
~ have surfa‘ced»., Quéstioné have been raised about élleged .
abuses of intelligence operatibns. ;\nd that ié exactly wihat‘
they are:y alleg\ed abusgs.. Until current federal Iitigéﬁon is
concluded, it WOuId be inappropriate for me to comﬁxent on
those claims. - |
But the issue of méhagement responsibility is something that -
can and shpuld be addreésed.
In 1953, the Denver Rdlide. ‘Dép;a‘rtmént established an’
Intelligence-Bu»reau., whose purpose was to gather
infOrr'natiQh that could be used fo alert the departm'entnto
activities that could lead to threats to public safety. Itis, and
will continue to be, a valid aﬁQ 'useful tool of law
ehforcement, as part of efforts to prevent crimes before they

happen.



Who among us would wish to abandon all efforts to protect

the c_itizénry from acts of terrorism or disruptfon? Who would -
want to bo_afd an airp[ane or simply attend a large bu’blic -
gat_he_ring without knowing someohe is protecting us and our
families from genuine threats to ou.r safety and our lives?
The.» lntell»ighence Bureau vs:/as a functioning part of the police

department' when | served as its chief and, later, as Denver )

Manager of Safety. | | | O
That means fhat the ultimate management responsiﬁility was
a_t. thé top,—thr'ough' the chain of command. At no time during -
my téhu‘re in either job was | ever awéré of abus.e‘s of
- .intelligenCe\gatheriVng.‘ Had I been» aware o% any, | most -
assured’lgi would havé taken correcfive measures to‘ protect
: hbnest citizens fkém unwarranted, targeting or harassment of
any kind, for any reasoh.' |
Another irﬁportant point.| want to make is there were .specific
_ policies i_n place, outlining the procedures and limits of
ingelligénc%thering:diséemination and purging. Thoée
policies are contained in the 1983 Intelligence Bureau

Manual; Which was in effect while-l was Police Chief, and



- which | had every reason to befieve was stiil‘in effect was |

was Manger of Safety The manual is excerpted in this

- document WhICh you will receive today

Let me quote from the document, dated June, 1984, to the

\then Chief of Police.

The use of illegal or unauthorized methods of collecting

“information is absolutely prohibited.

Information will only be gathered on those organizations

and/or persons that advocate criminal condL_lct,' threatened,

attempted or performed criminal acts on life or property. | _

Intelliqence data wi" not be collected by members of the -

Intelligence Bureau on any individual merely on the basis

that such person suppoﬁs—unbopular causes or on the basis

of ethnicity or race or on the basis of the individual’s religion

‘and/or political affiliations.

The document goes on to prohibit such actions as violations

of constitutional rights, illegal activities in intelligence

gathering and basing collectlon on personal habits of any

individual.



It also states, and | wouidiundérﬁn’e this: No member of the

Intelligence Bureau will use confidential intelligence data for

political and/or ‘economic purposes.

That last prohibition shbuld serve as a precaution to anyone
- who would politicize this issue. -

And‘finall‘y, | want to point out that the policy clearly states
t’hét dissemination of intelligenée and in\)estigative |

information is Iimite‘d to legitimate situations only. -

PN

Alth_éugh | no longer am engaged in any official ca'p‘acity of
law enforcement, bLilt»be.cause I am soon to be a candidate
for Mayor of Denver, | feel it's appropriate to comment at this‘
tir.he, in the interest of clariﬁcation of the issue.

I also feel it's imperative to urgeiall;in’volved parties to avoid
any rush to judgrﬁent‘ of the Police Départme-nt,; its ofﬁceré :
and its aanagement rénks. |

If violations of policy or of citizens’ rights are proven, they
must be immediately corrected and offending parties must\
be appropriateiy dealt With.\ | _ )
Until then, | urge the public, the preés and political

candidates to join me in treating fairly and equally both those ‘



who are sworn to protect us and those citizens with valid
grievances and complaints.

| will now take your questions.



