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i , ' (Maunt Clipping in Space Below)
at IH protesters

plc%et VR headquarters;m

By Dan Sullivan
- - — Dally Scaff Wirer

A handful of activists lined the
sidewilh in Gvont o Vazil Rosorls'
corpwirate headguuriees in Avon Fri-
iy charting, “Fxpansion stinks —
sne the lynx,” and brandishing
g protesting the skiycompany™s
Categnry LI cxpam:n . Vail
Muuntam,

topether mem g
sich ax Awvighe Forest Rescug, the

nce and Jostice

v
aflritried low toraou
avf< schedaled anon protest
urs ovnsd coradilinons, |
Antivipying o gathering Farger
that e ciphl yeatesiers sobo o eniv-
A slewed wps Avon Pulice Sad.
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TS illiamis was o hamb e

nuaee e cenack,
Were going 1o dhe asall pres-
civel Williams said defure the

progest in fnont of sl Scasous buikl- -

ing. dew whan a hivek rom police
hemmkpuaners,

“Everyunc has dghts, They have
an ahseluje right to prolest whatev-
er they fecl is wrong. A( the same
time, (Vail Resons) has the right 10

. comduct husiness as usual.

"We're just here as a referee 1o
ke sure everyones ghts are pro-

lecked.””

The pame wasn'i quite canceled
ui accounl of i, and, in spite of
their sparse sumbers_ e prolesiers
received Ummbs up and honks ol
eacourigenieal {rom the nkgority of
fomsing schicles, 7

Lviromnamal  proops  long

appewcd e 1996 U S, Forest Scr- -

sive ipproval of the BRS-acre expan-
sivwt have exhavsied almost alf Jegal
remwedies, thought the 106h Cireuit
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- Friday to protest Category Ik
i

tddecide on o final

1 aloi of hope
Alrohrook

: “Wc don’t hol
for il,” protester Rob
suid.

Preliminary  construcii has

¥ alrendy hepan in the fermer roddless
area. Vail Resoris expecisio got into
qfull swing ance an eli. calving clo-

“Mure is lified July 1.

The proaesiers claimed a confer-
ence reporl recently refeased by the

11.5. Fish & Wildlife Service sheils

Members of Coalition to Stop Vail Expansion gather in

new tight en the expansion’s poten-
tial 10 harm Canada lynx habitat.

The feline, classified as endan-
gered in Colorado, is kcheduled for
Tealeral threatened staius under the
Endangered Species Act,

Alsabrook said the Fish &
Wildlife repont helps debunk a mis-
conceplion that ynx have nol exist-
ed in Colorado since 1973,

Though the last confinmed phys-
ical siting oceurted when two of the
animals were iflegally trapped in

VaH Dsily/David Marzella
front of Vali headguarters

Vail's Back Bowls 26 years apo,
tracks and other evidence gathered
by the Fish & Wildlifc Service, Cal-
orado Division of Wildlile and inde- !
pendent bmlngms hive afl poimed !
to the clusive cat’s continued cxis- -
tenec in 1he aren as most recent as
lasl year.

While that inforunion is not

new. Alsohrook said there’s heen !

a aeneral perceplion — holstered
by thc media — thal the sp:ﬂes iR
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Elght is not enough:
Protest fizzles i i was

nue-on -5 @S ET

Whal is new amd - sipnificant
abwut the conference report, be said,
isthal it addresses a need (o preserve

T ]“ l - - hmigrati WS fail in
s "|||[||| ﬂ“iiﬁ” i IREN o s s

10 connect is southern and northern
population seanrents.

"Admitedly, had the expangim
gont ahcad as proposed. i1 would
have jcopardized all tynx in Col-
oradn,” Alsobrook said. “Bul (Fish
& Wildlije) added mitigation o afle-
vinle that pessibilily. Whelher thai
mitigation will work is another
guestion.™

And while some cnvironmenial
groups have tovted CDOW's cor-

. e efforts (o reintreduce the Cana-

da lynx ime southern Colorado
wildermess; Alsobrook was suspi-
cious of the program Vail Resons
donpted $200.000 10,

“T think {the reintnwduction is
very clowely tied te this ¢ xpansion.™
he said, voiciog stispicion lhe aifs cr-
sarial nature o the expansion Jocced
CDOW's hand 1o ol IIn had
[ress.

“I’s allowing corporations
influence podicy decisivns.”

“Thix project has been reviewed
and approved by four federal agen-

, cies, one slale agency and (wo local
i~ overnments,” swd Vail sxi arez
spekeswoman Kristin Yantis. “The
roject has heen upheld through two
administrative appezls and three
. court challenges.
. “In terms of the protest, we
respeut thak thexe people don ' ayree
¢ with the projeci.”

B piven the fegal history of the

" case, Yantis said, —Trs unforunate

| 1hey still apposz i

; Dar  Suftiver  covers Vil
Resorts, the ski indusiry and emvi-

i

‘ Ve Cay/Gavid Manullul 5 e ok Ty and e
N proteat Category Il In o~ LOUAL Hues, o
litlon 1o Stap Vall Ex anitun members Robert Algobrooke, Ron Mitchell and Stephanie Tidwa ; 5
233: of Vall Rasﬂns han:quartars I’n Avan Friday. reached at {(970) 999-0555. cx1. 612.
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