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Pursuant to C.A.R. 27 and C.A.R. 29, the American Civil Liberties Union 

(ACLU), the ACLU of Colorado, and the Exoneration Project by and through 

counsel Emma Mclean-Riggs move for leave to file a brief of amici curiae in support 

of Respondent. 

The ACLU is a nationwide, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization with more 

than six million members and supporters. The ACLU of Colorado, with over 45,000 

members and supporters, is one of the ACLU’s state affiliates. The ACLU and its 

affiliates regularly litigate cases aimed at preserving rights under state constitutions 

and state law, including before this Court and the Colorado Court of Appeals. See, 

e.g., Cisneros v. Elder, 506 P.3d 828 (Colo. 2022); Johnson v. Staab, 571 P.3d 939 

(Colo. App. 2025); Feet Forward - Peer Supportive Servs. & Outreach v. City of 

Boulder, 593 P.3d 348 (Colo. App. 2026). Of particular relevance to this case, the 

ACLU and its affiliates have experience litigating cases arising from systemic 

government misconduct that implicates thousands of wrongful convictions, 

including Bridgeman v. District Attorney for Suffolk District, 30 N.E.3d 806 (Mass. 

2015), Bridgeman v. District Attorney for Suffolk District, 67 N.E.3d 673 (Mass. 

2017), and Committee for Public Counsel Services v. Attorney General, 108 N.E.3d 

966 (Mass. 2018).   
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The Exoneration Project is a not-for-profit organization established in 2007 to 

provide pro bono legal representation to individuals who are innocent of the crime 

for which they were convicted. It has offices across the country, including in 

Colorado. To date, the Exoneration Project’s litigation has helped overturn over 250 

wrongful convictions. Many of these cases have involved government misconduct 

and led to mass remedies for those affected, including 126 people exonerated of 

cases tied to corrupt Chicago Police Sergeant Ronald Watts, see Nat’l Registry of 

Exonerations, The Groups Registry, Illinois 2016 (1), 

https://exonerationregistry.org/groups/4235; more than two dozen homicide 

convictions tied to disgraced Chicago police detective Reynaldo Guevara, see The 

Exoneration Project, ‘Exoneration Day’: Families Celebrate Mass Exoneration, 

https://www.exonerationproject.org/stories/exoneration-day-families-celebrate-

mass-exoneration/; and two different police scandals that led to mass dismissals of 

criminal convictions in Queens and Mount Vernon, New York, see Nat’l Registry 

of Exonerations, The Groups Registry, New York 2021 (2), 

https://exonerationregistry.org/groups/4262; Nat’l Registry of Exonerations, The 

Groups Registry, New York 2023, https://exonerationregistry.org/groups/4276. 

https://exonerationregistry.org/groups/4235
https://www.exonerationproject.org/stories/exoneration-day-families-celebrate-mass-exoneration/
https://exonerationregistry.org/groups/4262
https://exonerationregistry.org/groups/4276
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Based on the foregoing, proposed amici curiae the ACLU, the ACLU of 

Colorado, and the Exoneration Project respectfully request that this Court grant them 

leave to file the associated Brief of Amici Curiae in Support of Respondent. 
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